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Their friendship had cooled off lately, but it was worth
while telegraphing to him. He implored him to exert
all his influence with Austria, for his Ministers were
urging him to take ' these extreme measures which will
lead to war.' Even while this telegram was being
decoded in Berlin, another from the Emperor was being
decoded in St. Petersburg. In the name of their old
friendship Willy implored Nicky not to take these
' extreme measures ' or war must follow. Both of them
hated and dreaded it: the wills of both, the one obstinate
and weak, the other violent and timid, were set on peace.
Though they still addressed each other as controlling the
destinies of their realms, they were both powerless, for
the day of Emperors was done. As for the third of
them, he sat abjectly lamenting and tremulously signing
all that his Prime Minister told him required his name.

The first act of war occurred on July 30, when the
Austrian armies bombarded Belgrade. On the afternoon
of the same day the Tsar signed the ukase for general
mobilisation along the whole of his Western frontier.
But this was not known in Berlin or Vienna till the
next day, when already Austria had ordered general
mobilisation and Germany had promised to support her
unconditionally. This general mobilisation of the Cen-
tral Empires therefore was ordered independently of the
Russian mobilisation and was not consequent on it.
But the news, when it arrived at Berlin, stunned the
German Emperor. As he recovered himself, the whole
past grew clear and illuminated, and he proclaimed the
true and only begetter of the huge catastrophe. * England,
France and Russia/ he wrote, * have conspired to fight
together for our annihilation. That is, in a nutshell, the
naked truth of the situation which was slowly and surely